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Introduction
70,313 students are part of the 
public universities in Koso-
vo, according to Kosovo Agency 
for Statistics.1 These students 
largely do not participate in the 
labour market; 55.4% of youth 
aged 15-24 are unemployed.2 

Kosovo has the cheapest tuition fee in 
the region, with 25 euros per semes-
ter or 50 euros a year (excluding: first 
year students, family members of civil 
victims and other categories affected 
by the war, families on social welfare, 
and families that have two or more stu-
dents studying at the university). 

Students in Croatia pay 270-1300 euros 
a year on tuition fees (depending on 
the field of study)3; students in Serbia 
pay 1000-5000 euros a year4; students 
in North Macedonia pay 200-400 eu-
ros a year5; and students in Albania pay 
160-330 euros a year.6

Public universities in Kosovo are ranked 
very low in global rankings for univer-
sities, nonetheless the University of 
Prishtina is the highest ranked among 
Albanian universities in the Balkans. 

Despite the low tuition fee, Kosovar 
families face difficulties in sending 
their children to universities. The aver-
age pay in Kosovo for the year 2017 is 
471 euros net. 

Thus, ORCA decided to find out how 
much does a student in the Universi-

ty of Prishtina send, and to understand 
the nature of these expenses, and what 
the institutions can offer to these stu-
dents. 

In this survey, 176 students participated 
in separate focus groups (and in anon-
ymous questionnaires); the students 
answered about all types of expenses 
during their studies. On average, a stu-
dent spends 150 euros a month, with 
the minimum being 25 euros, and the 
maximum 400. But these expenses 
vary according to categories and years 
of study. 

Students who travel daily to Prishtina, 
spend on average 129.31 euros a month. 

Students who are permanent residents 
of Prishtina and live with their fami-
lies, spend on average 139.26 euros a 
month. 

Students who live in the dorms of the 
Student Centre, spend on average 
140.22 euros a month. 

Students who live in rented apartments 
in Prishtina during their studies, spend 
on average 220.23 euros a month. 

 

1  http://ask.rks-gov.net/media/4145/stat-e-arsimit-2017-2018-shqip.pdf 
2.  http://ask.rks-gov.net/media/4671/anketa-e-tregut-te-punes-2018.pdf 
3.  https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/croatia_en 
4.  https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/serbia_en 
5.  https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/fyr-macedonia_en 
6.  https://arsimi.gov.al/ëp-content/uploads/2018/07/Tabela_finale_kuota_tarifa.pdf

http://ask.rks-gov.net/media/4145/stat-e-arsimit-2017-2018-shqip.pdf
http://ask.rks-gov.net/media/4671/anketa-e-tregut-te-punes-2018.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/croatia_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/serbia_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/country-profiles/fyr-macedonia_en
https://arsimi.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Tabela_finale_kuota_tarifa.pdf
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ORCA has organized 13 focus groups 
with students from 13 academic units 
of the University of Prishtina. In these 
13 focus groups, 176 students partic-
ipated, of which there are 111 women 
and 65 men. 

Students were selected based 
on their years of study, and 
the categories that they be-
long to (live on rented apart-
ments in Prishtina, travel daily, 
live in dorms, and are perma-
nent residents of Prishtina). 

52 students are in the first 
year, 56 are in the second 
year, 50 in the third year, 12 
in the fourth year, four in the 
fifth year, and two in the sixth 
year. 

43 students live on rented 
apartments in Prishtina, 43 
travel daily, 47 live in dorms, 
and 43 are permanent resi-
dents in Prishtina. 

The average age of students 
who participated in the focus 
groups is 20.

In the focus groups, students 
initially filled out a ques-
tionnaire with 13 questions 
about their expenses during 
their studies, answering only 
in amounts. The answers to 
these questions were elabo-
rated during the discussion, 
where students added extra 
information about each ex-
pense and the problems they 
deal with during their studies. 

The questionnaires were filled 
out anonymously, without 
identifying information, and 
were collected in an envelope 
for each academic unit. The 
data from the questionnaires 
were analysed with statistical 
analyses and were enriched 
with information and details 
from the discussion in the fo-
cus groups. 

The focus groups were held 
with each academic unit from 
February 28 to May 2, 2019. 
The transcriptions of the au-
dio recordings and notes tak-
en during the discussions in 
the focus groups were added 
to this report. 

The data are presented in ta-
bles for each academic unit, 
and information from the dis-
cussions is presented in nar-
ration. 
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the University of Prishtina. In these 13 
focus groups, 176 students participated, 
of which there are 111 women and 65 
men. 

52 students are in the first year, 56 are 
in the second year, 50 in the third year, 
12 in the fourth year, four in the fifth 
year, and two in the sixth year. 

43 students live on rented apartments 
in Prishtina, 43 travel daily, 47 live in 
dorms, and 43 are permanent residents 
in Prishtina. 

The average age of students who 
participated in the focus groups is 20.

G
en

er
al

 d
at

a



8  student’s basket

semester payment

University of Prishtina students pay 25 
euros per semester, or 50 euros a year 
on tuition fees.7 First year students are 
excluded from payment, except for 
foreign students. Other categories that 
are excluded from payment are: fam-
ily members of war martyrs, missing 

persons, and war invalids, family mem-
bers of war veterans, family members 
of civil war victims, students with dis-
abilities, families on social welfare, and 
the families that have two or more stu-
dents in the University of Prishtina pay 
only for one of them. 

Semester payment

Years of study Pay Do not pay

First year 4 48

Second year 53 3

Third year 43 7

Fourth year 12 0

Fifth year 4 0

Sixth year 1 1

Table 1. Number of students who pay semester fees, according to year of studies.

7.  In the Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture, the Architecture program is integrated  
    studies (bachelor and master), the last two years that correspond with master studies, cost 150  
    euros per semester.
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literature expenses

Students spend on average 37.7 euros 
per semester on literature needed for 
their studies. The maximum report-
ed is 150 euros, while the minimum is 
5 euros. Students have reported a lot 
of problems about the literature they 

use, such as: inadequate literature or 
not up to date, professors forcing their 
students to buy their books, unautho-
rized sale of books, untranslated books 
or poorly translated ones, etc. 

 

Expenses on literature per semester according to years of study

Years of study On average, in euros

First year 38.5

Second year 35.5

Third year 34.8

Fourth year 42.9

Fifth year (Medicine) 61.25

Sixth year (Medicine) 70

Table 2.. Expenses on literature per semester, according to years of study

Expenses on literature per semester according to faculties

Faculties On average, in euros

Faculty of Economics 22.34

Faculty of Law 43.9

Faculty of Education 24.3

Faculty of Philosophy 24.46

Faculty of Medicine 87.9

Faculty of Arts 45.57

Faculty of Philology 36.08

Faculty of Mathematical and Natural Sciences 32.08

Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture 49.6

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary 25.3

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 35.2

Faculty of Electrical and Computer Engineering 25.7

Faculty of Sports Sciences 19.07
 
Table 3. Expenses on literature per semester according to faculties
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disposable materials expenses

Apart from literature needed for their 
studies, students also have expens-
es on other materials needed for their 
studies. These expenses vary from fac-
ulty to faculty. Disposable materials 
include: special papers, special bags, 
and special pens for engineering fac-

ulties; white robes, gloves, hats and 
masks, frogs for the Faculty of Medi-
cine; sports equipment for the Faculty 
of Sports Sciences; strings for instru-
ments, tuning them, instruments, can-
vases, paints, and brushes for the Fac-
ulty of Arts, etc. 

Disposable materials expenses per semester, according to faculties

Faculties On average, in euros

Faculty of Economics 10.68

Faculty of Law 49.28

Faculty of Education 11.90

Faculty of Philosophy 17.5

Faculty of Medicine 47.22

Faculty of Arts 133.21

Faculty of Philology 19.25

Faculty of Mathematical and Natural Sciences 22

Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture 122.15

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary 45.25

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 52.27

Faculty of Electrical and Computer Engineering 51.65

Faculty of Sports Sciences 105

Table 4. Disposable materials expenses per semester, according to faculties

other administrative payments

Apart from the semester fee as an ad-
ministrative payment during the stud-
ies, students also have other admin-
istrative payments such as for the ID, 
for the transcript of grades, etc. The 
transcript of grades is 2.5 euros, and 

is needed for internships, scholarships, 
exchanges, etc. The participants in the 
focus groups have admitted that these 
services should be included in the se-
mester fee and should be offered for 
free. 
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travelling expenses

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 

study needs. 

Travel expenses are not a problem, es-
pecially when the cities the students 
travel from are close to Prishtina, and 
considering the student discounts on 
the tickets. 

Weekly travelling expenses

Categories On average, in euros

Students who rent in Prishtina 7.53

Students who travel daily to Prishtina 13

Students who live in dorms 8.54

Students who are permanent residents of Prishtina 6.1

 
Table 5. Weekly travelling expenses, according to categories

meals expenses

47 students eat at the canteen of the 
Student Centre, with a payment of 15 
euros per month. Others eat outside, or 
cook at home. According to students, 
the canteen is not open on Sundays 
and the schedule of meals sometimes 
can interfere with lectures; also for 
faculties that are far from the Student 
Centre, they cannot manage to eat at 
the canteen because of their lectures. 

The quality of food in the canteen was 
a topic of heated discussions among 
students who eat there or have in the 
past. Some say that compared to the 
payment, the quality is solid; while the 
others say that the quality is low and 
that there’s no variety in the meals.

Other students who do not eat at the 
canteen prefer eating outside rather 
than cooking in their apartments. The 
expenses for daily meals are from 0.5 
to 20 euros a day, with the most com-
mon answer being 5 euros per day. 
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living costs

47 students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month. 

The students who live in dorms had 
complaints about the quality of the ser-
vices, such as limited access to hot wa-
ter, internal infrastructure etc. The older 
dorms were also reported to be in a bad 
condition, while the newer dorms were 
acceptable to the respondents. 

43 students rent out apartments in 
Prishtina. The average rent, including 
utilities, is 84 euros a month, with the 
maximum being 215 and the minimum 
30. The most common answer was 80 
euros a month. Students share apart-
ments with other students, often fami-
ly members, to reduce expenses in this 
category. 

recreation expenses

Apart from food and other payments 
needed for studying, students also 
spend on recreation. The most com-
mon expenses in this category are: 

coffee, cigarettes, snacks, pic-
nics, cinema, videogames, club-
bing, sports, fitness, shopping, the-
atre, concerts, hiking, and travelling.  

Weekly recreation expenses

Categories On average, in euros

Students who rent in Prishtina 20.44

Students who travel daily to Prishtina 13.38

Students who live in dorms 14.67

Students who are permanent residents of Prishtina 20.78

 
Table 6. Weekly recreation expenses, according to categories

Weekly recreation expenses

Average 17.24

Maximum 100

Minimum 2

Median 14

Most common answer 10

 
Table 7. Weekly recreation expenses. 
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total monthly expenses

Considering all these expenses, the stu-
dents answered on their total monthly 
expenses. These expenses vary from 
25 to 400 euros, with the most com-

mon answer being 150 euros. Expenses 
also vary according to categories, and 
years of studies. 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories On average, in euros

Students who rent in Prishtina 220.23

Students who travel daily to Prishtina 129.31

Students who live in dorms 140.22

Students who are permanent residents of Prishtina 139.26

 
Table 8. Total monthly expenses, according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies On average, in euros

First year 145.7

Second year 152.84

Third year 163.65

Fourth year 164.17

Fifth year (Medicine) 213.75

Sixth year (Medicine) 262.5

 
Table 9. Total monthly expenses, according to years of studies
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source of income

Study expenses are mainly covered 
by families. Eight students out of 176 
reported that they cover their own ex-
penses in total, while 22 other students 
reported that despite the fact that they 
work, or have a scholarship, their fami-
lies have to cover part of their expens-
es. 

Some students reported that it’s im-
possible to work (especially full-time) 
during their studies, because of class 
attendance. 

The average pay of students who work 

is 168 euros, with the maximum being 
380 euros, and the minimum 30 euros. 
The most common answer was 100 eu-
ros. Students who work spend on aver-
age 86.22% of their pay in a month. 

The average income of families is 933 
euros a month, with the maximum be-
ing 10,0008 and the minimum 110 euros 
a month. The most common answer is 
1000 euros.  

Students spend on average 20% of 
their family’s income for their studies, 
per month. 

8  This data was not included in the calculations of the average, because it deviates from the other 
data (the next biggest family income is 2500 and 3000 euros a month). The student also covers 
his own expenses, without the help of his family. 
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Faculty  
of Economics 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Economics, 11 students par-
ticipated, out of which 8 were 
women and 3 were men. Four stu-
dents are in the first year, four in 
the second year, and three in the 
third year. Three students live in 
rented apartments in Prishtina, 
three students travel daily, two 
live in dorms, and three are per-
manent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Eco-
nomics respondents is 19 (first year 18, 
second year 19.25, and third year 20.3).

Apart from first year students who are 
excluded from paying semester fees, 
all other students pay 25 euros per se-
mester. Faculty of Economics students 
consider that the payment is symbolic. 

Faculty of Economics students spend 
around 22.36 euros per semester for 
literature. Students mentioned some ir-
regularities with this expense, such as: 
professors who demand original books, 
buying the book in the professor’s of-
fice within the faculty building, profes-
sors who favour students who bought 
their book, and threatening students 
with lawsuits if they catch them with 
an unauthorized copy of their book. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 10.68 euros per semester. Stu-
dents reported that an extra expense in 
this faculty is attending extra courses 
to learn more for a class, a phenome-
non that despite the positive effects in 
increasing the knowledge of students, 
opens the opportunities for other vio-
lations. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Travel expenses are not 
a problem, especially when the cities 
the students travel from are close to 
Prishtina, and considering the student 
discounts on the tickets. Faculty of 
Economics students spend on average 
4.55 euros per week on travelling. 

Two students from the Faculty of Eco-
nomics eat their meals in the canteen 
of the Student Centre, with a payment 
of 15 euros per month. Others eat out-
side, with an average of 5.22 euros per 
day. According to students, the can-
teen is not open on Sundays and the 
schedule of the meals can interfere 
with the schedule of classes. 

Two students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month. Three 
others rent out apartments, with an av-
erage rent of 73.33 euros per month. 

Students of this faculty that live in 
dorms had some complaints, such as 
limited access to hot water, the internal 
infrastructure, etc. They also empha-
sized that the dorm no. 1 where the stu-
dents of this faculty are settled is one 
of the worst dorms, and for this reason 
some students declared that even if 
they were offered a place in the dorms, 
they’d refuse it. 
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Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, with around 
17.09 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Eco-
nomics students spend 130.9 euros per 
month. These sums are usually deter-
mined by their own pay or the amount 
given to them by their families per 
month. 

The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception where 
a student works and spends 80% of his 
pay check in a month. Other students 
reported that they tried to cover their 
own expenses through working full 
time, but it soon became an impedi-
ment and they had to quit. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly  
expenses 101.25 170 131.33

Average of proportion of 
expenses vs family income 14.56% 6.68% 9.67%

data according to categories 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in  
Prishtina

Travels dai-
ly to Prishti-
na

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly expenses 200 90 82.5 121.3

Average of proportion of  
expenses vs family income 6.67% 12.42% 11.76% 8.43%
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data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 133.4 125

Average of proportion of expenses vs family in-
come 9.48% 11.02%
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Faculty  
of Law 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Law, 16 students participated, 
out of which 12 were women 
and 4 were men. Three students 
are in the first year, six in the 
second year, four in the third 
year, and three in the fourth 
year. Four students live in rented 
apartments in Prishtina, four 
students travel daily, two live in 
dorms, and six are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Law re-
spondents is 20 (first year 19.6, second 
year 19.3, third year 20.75, and fourth 
year 22.3).

Apart from first year students who are 
excluded from paying semester fees, 
two third year students are also exclud-
ed from payment because of the cat-
egories they belong to. Two students 
pay 125 euros per semester.9  All other 
students pay 25 euros per semester.  

Faculty of Law students spend around 
43.9 euros per semester for literature. 
Students mentioned some irregulari-
ties with this expense, such as: fourth 
year students are forced to buy books 
up to 40 euros for a class; some profes-
sors do not accept students who not 
have their books in their classes; the 
professor republishes his book annual-
ly, and new students have to buy the 
“updated” version every year; profes-
sors that force students to buy books 
that are not needed for the class; and 
professors who repeat the same exam 

since 2004. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 49 euros per semester. An ex-
tra expense is related to the lack of in-
frastructure within the faculty and the 
inability of professors to correspond 
with emails, and students are forced to 
go physically to their offices. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. The management 
of this faculty promised the students 
that if the transcript is needed for in-
ternships, the students won’t have to 
pay for it, but this promise has never 
been fulfilled. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Travel expenses are not 
a problem, especially when the cit-
ies the students travel from are close 
to Prishtina, and considering the stu-
dent discounts on the tickets. Faculty 
of Law students spend on average 9.6 
euros per week on travelling. 

Three students from the Faculty of 
Law eat their meals in the canteen of 
the Student Centre, with a payment of 
15 euros per month. Others eat outside, 
with an average of 4.5 euros per day. 

Two students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month; one of 
them is excluded from paying for the 
dorms. Four others rent out apart-

9   Studime me korrespondencë.
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ments, with an average rent of 107.5 
euros per month. 

Students of this faculty that live in 
dorms had some complaints, such as 
master students being admitted to live 
in the dorms through nepotism, and 
students who do not fulfil the geo-
graphical criteria (you have to live far 
from Prishtina to be admitted in the 
dorms), etc. Some students who had 
lived in the dorms during the first year, 
had switched to rented apartments 
during the second year because of the 
bad conditions in the dorms. 

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, clubbing, 
cinema, videogames, etc., with around 
20.8 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Law 

students spend 126.25 euros per month. 
These sums are usually determined by 
their own pay or the amount given to 
them by their families per month. 

The students have reported that work-
ing to cover their own expenses affects 
your grades, since employers do not 
offer flexible schedules to attend class-
es. Some students reported that they 
are forced to pay lawyers up to 350 eu-
ros to do an internship in their office, 
so that they can have some job experi-
ence before graduation. 

The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception of a stu-
dent who works.  

Faculty of Law students also com-
plained about the discrimination of 
MEST in giving scholarships, since this 
academic unit is excluded from this 
scholarship. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second 
year Third year Fourth year

Average of monthly 
expenses 148.3 88.3 153.75 143.3

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

18.35% 11.66% 31.33% 14.62%
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data according to categories 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in  
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly 
expenses 243.75 63.75 115 93.3

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

30.28% 16.36% 14.17% 13.26%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 120.42 143.75

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income 19.12% 19.18%
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Faculty of Education 

In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Education, 13 students partic-
ipated, all women. Four students 
are in the first year, four in the 
second year, and five in the third 
year. Three students live in rent-
ed apartments in Prishtina, four 
students travel daily, four live in 
dorms, and two are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Educa-
tion respondents is 19.9 (first year 19.3, 
second year 19, third year 20.8). 

Apart from first year students who are 
excluded from paying semester fees, 
one second year student is also exclud-
ed from payment because of the cat-
egories they belong to. All other stu-
dents pay 25 euros per semester.  

Faculty of Education students spend 
around 24.3 euros per semester for 
literature. Students mentioned some 
irregularities with this expense, such 
as: professors that force students to 
buy books that are not needed for the 
class; some books they are not allowed 
to photocopy; and a professor holds 
evidence of which students buy his 
books. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 11.9 euros per semester. These 
expenses include papers, presenta-
tions and internships that the students 
have to do in primary, middle, or high 
schools. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 

also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Travel expenses are not 
a problem, especially when the cities 
the students travel from are close to 
Prishtina, and considering the student 
discounts on the tickets. Faculty of Ed-
ucation students spend on average 7.3 
euros per week on travelling. 

Two students from the Faculty of Edu-
cation eat their meals in the canteen of 
the Student Centre, with a payment of 
15 euros per month. Others eat outside, 
with an average of 5.3 euros per day. 
The students who eat at the canteen 
say that the food is not that good.

Four students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. Three 
others rent out apartments, with an 
average rent of 115 euros per month. 
The dorm no.3 where the Education 
Faculty students are settled isn’t good, 
according to students, with the main 
complaint being limited access to hot 
water.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, food, sports, 
etc., with around 20.75 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Edu-
cation students spend 134.23 euros per 
month. These sums are usually deter-
mined by their own pay or the amount 
given to them by their families per 
month. 
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The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception of a stu-
dent who works and spends 85% of 
her pay check. According to students 
of this faculty, in most cases it’s hard 
for the families to afford the expenses 

of their children as students.   

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 130 142.5 131

Average of proportion of ex-
penses vs family income 7.71% 21.75% 25.14%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in  
Prishtina

Travels 
daily to 
Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly  
expenses 216.67 87.5 113.75 145

Average of proportion of 
expenses vs family income 25.56% 12.86% 29.33% 12%
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Faculty  
of Philosophy 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Philosophy, 14 students partic-
ipated, out of which 9 are women, 
and 5 are men. Five students are 
in the first year, five in the sec-
ond year, and four in the third 
year. Three students live in rent-
ed apartments in Prishtina, three 
students travel daily, five live in 
dorms, and three are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Philoso-
phy respondents is 19.8 (first year 18.2, 
second year 20.4, third year 21.25). 

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees, apart from a for-
eign student. A third year student is 
also excluded from paying semester 
fees. All other students pay 25 euros 
per semester.  

Faculty of Philosophy students spend 
around 24.46 euros per semester for 
literature. Students mentioned some ir-
regularities with this expense, such as: 
having to buy 3-4 books for one class, 
professors don’t allow photocopied 
books in their classes. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 17.5 euros per semester. These 
expenses include papers, presenta-
tions and surveys that the students 
have to do. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 

one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Travel expenses are not 
a problem, especially when the cities 
the students travel from are close to 
Prishtina, and considering the student 
discounts on the tickets. Faculty of 
Philosophy students spend on average 
6.25 euros per week on travelling. 

Five students from the Faculty of Phi-
losophy eat their meals in the canteen 
of the Student Centre, with a payment 
of 15 euros per month; one of the stu-
dents doesn’t have to pay. Others eat 
outside, with an average of 7.96 euros 
per day. The students who eat at the 
canteen say that the food is not that 
good, it’s not clean, and that there’s 
long lines.

Five students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month; one of them 
doesn’t have to pay. Three others rent 
out apartments, with an average rent of 
61.67 euros per month. The students re-
ported that they used to pay 1 euro for 
internet in the dorms, but this payment 
was removed because of complaints of 
poor internet connection.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, clubbing, vid-
eogames, and the cinema, with around 
11.96 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total month-
ly expenses. On average, Faculty of 
Philosophy students spend 128.57 eu-
ros per month. These sums are usual-
ly determined by their own pay or the 
amount given to them by their families 
per month. 
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The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception of five 
students who work. Some students 
have said that it’s hard to work while 
you’re studying, while some did not 
agree that working hinders your stud-
ies.   

University scholarship winners have 
said that the amount of the scholar-
ship is not enough for the academic 
year, and that the faculty is excluded 
from the MEST scholarship.

data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 147 124 111.3

Average of proportion of expenses vs 
family income 17.23% 31.81% 11.13%

data according to categories 
 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent resi-
dent of Prishtina

Average of monthly 
expenses 176.7 110 94 156.7

Average of propor-
tion of expenses vs 
family income

43.33% 9.2% 21.04% 8.65%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 111.1 160

Average of proportion of expenses vs family income 14.71% 33.76%
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Faculty 
of Medicine 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Medicine, 18 students partic-
ipated, out of which 9 are wom-
en, and 5 are men. Four students 
are in the first year, four in the 
second year, two in the third 
year, two in the fourth year, four 
in the fifth year, and two in the 
sixth year. Five students live in 
rented apartments in Prishtina, 
four students travel daily, four 
live in dorms, and five are per-
manent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Medicine 
respondents is 21.11 (first year 18.3, sec-
ond year 19.8, third year 21, fourth year 
23.5, fifth year 23.3 and sixth year 23). 

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. A sixth year stu-
dent is also excluded from paying se-
mester fees. All other students pay 25 
euros per semester.  

Faculty of Medicine students spend 
around 88 euros per semester for lit-
erature, the most expensive faculty for 
this category of expenses. Students 
reported it as concerning the amount 
of money spent on literature, starting 
from the Anatomy Atlas which costs 
80-100 euros, and other books. One 
of the professors of this faculty has an 
evidence sheet in a local photocopier, 
where students sign when they buy his 
book. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 47.2 euros per semester. These 
expenses include white coats, ade-
quate clothing, hats, gloves, etc. These 

expenses are considered as unneces-
sary by the students, since the faculty 
should be providing these materials; 
while for some it wasn’t an issue.  

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Travel expenses are not 
a problem, especially when the cities 
the students travel from are close to 
Prishtina, and considering the student 
discounts on the tickets. Students from 
this faculty said that they have to live 
in Prishtina because of the long sched-
ule of classes during the day and the 
amount of studying they need to do. 
Faculty of Medicine students spend on 
average 11.94 euros per week on trav-
elling. 

Five students from the Faculty of Med-
icine eat their meals in the canteen of 
the Student Centre, with a payment 
of 15 euros per month; one of the stu-
dents doesn’t have to pay. Others eat 
outside, with an average of 5.11 euros 
per day. The students who eat at the 
canteen say that the food is adequate 
compared to the price.

Four students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month. The stu-
dents reported that the conditions are 
horrible and the spaces are inhabitable. 

Five students rent out apartments, 
with an average rent of 78.75 euros per 
month. Because of the location of the 
Faculty of Medicine, the students are 
forced to rent out apartments around 
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it, where the rent is more expensive, 
according to the respondents.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, clubbing, 
videogames, sports and the cinema, 
with around 22.88 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Med-
icine students spend 184.72 euros per 
month. These sums are usually deter-
mined by their own pay or the amount 
given to them by their families per 
month. 

The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception of four 
students who work. Some students 
have said that it’s hard to work while 
you’re studying, except in cases when 
it’s seasonal work, which in turn is not 
enough to cover all expenses.    

Faculty of Medicine students have ac-
cess to three scholarships: the univer-
sity scholarship, the municipalities’ 
scholarship and the MEST scholarship. 
The students have declared that the 
university scholarship is not enough to 
cover expenses. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First 
year

Second 
year

Third 
year

Fourth 
year

Fifth 
year

Sixth 
year

Average of 
monthly ex-
penses

106.3 187.5 95 290 213.8 262.5

Average of 
proportion of 
expenses vs 
family income

10.56% 22.01% 13.67% 27.86% 17.32% 24.43%
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data according to categories 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in  
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of 
monthly ex-
penses

236 206.3 170 128

Average of 
proportion of 
expenses vs 
family income

22.75% 18.00% 21.14% 12.23%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 176.8 191

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income 17.34% 19.28%
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Faculty  
of Arts 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Arts, 14 students participated, 
out of which 11 are women, 
and 3 are men. Four students 
are in the first year, four in the 
second year, four in the third 
year, and two in the fourth year. 
Three students live in rented 
apartments in Prishtina, four 
students travel daily, four live in 
dorms, and three are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Arts re-
spondents is 19.8 (first year 19.25, sec-
ond year 19.25, third year 20.75, and 
fourth year 21.5). 

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. Two third year 
students are also excluded from paying 
semester fees. All other students pay 
25 euros per semester.  

Faculty of Arts students spend around 
43 euros per semester for literature. 
Students reported that most of the 
time they do not have to buy original 
books, except for a case when the pro-
fessor is the author. 

Students of this faculty also have ex-
tra expenses on disposable materials, 
on average 133.21 euros per semester. 
These expenses include buying and 
maintaining instruments, canvases, 
paints, brushes, etc. Participants in this 
focus group were concerned that the 
faculty could not provide these materi-
als to their students. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 

grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Arts students 
spend on average 14.8 euros per week 
on travelling. 

Three students from the Faculty of 
Arts eat their meals in the canteen of 
the Student Centre, with a payment of 
15 euros per month. Others eat outside, 
with an average of 5 euros per day. The 
students who eat at the canteen say 
that the food is adequate compared to 
the price.

Four students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. The 
students reported that the conditions 
are not good. Three students rent out 
apartments, with an average rent of 86 
euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, clubbing, cin-
ema, theatre and concerts, with around 
20 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Arts 
students spend 174.14 euros per month. 
These sums are usually determined by 
their own pay or the amount given to 
them by their families per month. 
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The expenses are mainly covered by 
the families, with an exception of four 
students who work. Some students 
declared that they work to cover their 
own expenses, even though it impacts 

their grades.    

The scholarships are not enough to 
cover the expenses. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second 
year Third year Fourth 

year

Average of monthly  
expenses 181.25 193.75 170 150

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

27.64% 24.07% 23.39% 19.05%

data according to categories 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels 
daily to 
Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly expenses 228.3 187.5 117.5 191.7

Average of proportion of  
expenses vs family income 26.11% 27.19% 24.87% 15.28%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 184.091 151.667

Average of proportion of expenses vs family income 25.69% 17.09%
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Faculty  
of Philology 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Philology, 12 students partic-
ipated, out of which 10 are wom-
en, and 2 are men. Three stu-
dents are in the first year, five in 
the second year, and four in the 
third year. Four students live in 
rented apartments in Prishtina, 
three students travel daily, three 
live in dorms, and two are per-
manent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Philolo-
gy respondents is 19.8 (first year 18.6, 
second year 19.6, and third year 21).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. One second and 
one third year student are also exclud-
ed from paying semester fees. All other 
students pay 25 euros per semester.  

Faculty of Philology students spend 
around 36 euros per semester for lit-
erature. Obtaining literature through 
alternative forms is not a problem for 
this faculty, there’s even some profes-
sors who offer the literature as PDF 
format to their students, reported the 
respondents. 

Students of this faculty also have ex-
tra expenses on disposable materials, 
on average 19.25 euros per semester. 
These expenses include notebooks, 
papers, internships, etc.

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Philology stu-
dents spend on average 12.5 euros per 
week on travelling. 

Two students from the Faculty of Phi-
lology eat their meals in the canteen 
of the Student Centre, with a payment 
of 15 euros per month; one of them 
doesn’t have to pay. Others eat outside, 
with an average of 4.8 euros per day. 
The students who eat at the canteen 
complained about the schedule of the 
meals, often interfering with classes.

Three students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. The 
students reported that they are dis-
pleased with the selection process for 
dorms. Four students rent out apart-
ments, with an average rent of 68.75 
euros per month.

Apart from food and other neces-
sary payments, students also spend 
on recreation, mainly on coffee, club-
bing, videogames, cinema, theatre and 
concerts, with around 19.67 euros per 
week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Phi-
lology students spend 187.1 euros per 
month. These sums are usually deter-
mined by their own pay or the amount 
given to them by their families per 
month. 

The expenses are mainly covered 
by the families. Some students who 
worked part time consider that work-
ing did not hinder their studies, and 
journalism students emphasized that 
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working in their field is more about the 
experience rather than the money.    

The university scholarship is not 
enough to cover the expenses, consid-
ering that the students of this academ-
ic unit do not have access to the MEST 
scholarship. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second 
year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 208.33 174 187.5

Average of proportion of expenses 
vs family income 32.25% 41.43% 23.33%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly 
expenses 237.5 140 158.3 200

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

39.29% 15% 42.96% 14.64%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 177.5 235

Average of proportion of expenses vs family income 31.02% 42.86%
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Faculty of Mathematical  
and Natural  
Sciences 
In the focus group of the Facul-
ty of Mathematical and Natural 
Sciences, 12 students partici-
pated, out of which 9 are wom-
en, and 3 are men. Four students 
are in the first year, four in the 
second year, and four in the 
third year. Three students live in 
rented apartments in Prishtina, 
three students travel daily, three 
live in dorms, and three are per-
manent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Mathe-
matical and Natural Sciences respon-
dents is 19.8 (first year 18, second year 
20.5, and third year 21).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. All other stu-
dents pay 25 euros per semester.  

Faculty of Mathematical and Natural 
Sciences students spend around 32.08 
euros per semester for literature. The 
professors request original books only, 
and often they are the authors them-
selves. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 22 euros per semester. These 
expenses include a4 papers, laptop for 
the department of computer sciences, 
etc.

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Mathematical 
and Natural Sciences students spend 
on average 8.16 euros per week on 
travelling. 

Three students from the Faculty of 
Mathematical and Natural Sciences eat 
their meals in the canteen of the Stu-
dent Centre, with a payment of 15 eu-
ros per month. Others eat outside, with 
an average of 4.4 euros per day. There 
were disagreements among students 
who eat or have eaten in the canteen 
about the quality of the food. 

Three students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. The 
students reported that the dorms are 
adequate. Three students rent out 
apartments, with an average rent of 
122.66 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, clubbing, 
videogames, cinema, theatre and hik-
ing, with around 14.5euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the stu-
dents declared their total monthly ex-
penses. On average, Faculty of Mathe-
matical and Natural Sciences students 
spend 181 euros per month. All of the 
students are funded by their families. 
Some students declared that they feel 
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pressured from their families to finish 
their studies on time and to find a job 
immediately after graduation. 

The university scholarship is not 
enough to cover the expenses. Some 
departments within the faculty have 
a lower GPA criteria for winning the 
scholarship. 

data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second 
year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 166.6 170 205

Average of proportion of expenses vs 
family income 11.11% 38.33% 16.00%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly 
expenses 223.33 156.6 183.33 155

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

36.00% 16.67% 19.29% 24.05%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 176.25 196.6

Average of proportion of expenses vs family income 25.62% 24.83%
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Faculty of Civil Engineering 
and Architecture 
In the focus group of the Faculty 
of Civil Engineering and Archi-
tecture, 13 students participat-
ed, out of which 6 are women, 
and 7 are men. Four students are 
in the first year, three in the sec-
ond year, four in the third year, 
and two in the fourth year. Three 
students live in rented apart-
ments in Prishtina, three stu-
dents travel daily, three live in 
dorms, and four are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Architecture respon-
dents is 19.7 (first year 18, second year 
20, third year 20.5, and fourth year 
21.5).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. All other stu-
dents pay 25 euros per semester. 
Fourth year students pay 150 euros per 
semester.

Students of the department of Archi-
tecture study in integrated studies 
(3+2), which translates into a bache-
lor and master degree. If they want to 
stop their studies after they finish the 
bachelor level, and not continue their 
master studies in UP, they are forced 
to sign a document that states that the 
student voluntarily gives up their right 
to continue the master degree, and 
that they will not be allowed to return 
to the University of Prishtina.  

Faculty of Civil Engineering and Ar-
chitecture students spend around 49 
euros per semester for literature. The 
literature is mainly scripts prepared by 
students themselves, which contain a 

lot of mistakes. Another source of liter-
ature is the internet, as reported by the 
respondents. 

In this faculty as well there are profes-
sors that force students to buy their 
books. There’s also a book in Serbian 
that is mandatory for a class. 

Students of this faculty also have ex-
tra expenses on disposable materials, 
on average 122.15 euros per semester. 
These expenses include laptops, soft-
ware programs (the programs are not 
taught by the faculty as a special class, 
and the student is expected to know 
how to use them), various designs and 
drawings that can reach 100 euros per 
class, special bags, rulers, special pa-
pers, special pens etc. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Civil Engineer-
ing and Architecture students spend 
on average 8.36 euros per week on 
travelling. 

Five students from the Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Architecture eat their 
meals in the canteen of the Student 
Centre, with a payment of 15 euros per 
month. Others eat outside, with an av-
erage of 4.15 euros per day. Students 
from this focus group reported that 
during the month of Ramadan, the din-
ner is postponed until iftar; or you can 
eat earlier but the food won’t be the 
same as during iftar. 
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Three students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. The 
male students reported that the dorm 
no 5 where they are settled is in poor 
conditions. Three students rent out 
apartments, with an average rent of 
73.33 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on 
recreation, mainly on coffee, sports, 
videogames, cinema and pool, with 
around 14.25 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 

expenses. On average, Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Architecture students 
spend 200 euros per month. All of the 
students are funded by their families. 
Because of the large amount of com-
mitments required by the programs, 
it’s impossible to work and study at the 
same time, according to the respon-
dents.  

The university scholarship is not given 
to third year students. For other years 
the GPA criteria is 8.0. 

data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second 
year Third year Fourth 

year

Average of monthly ex-
penses 206.25 311.67 136.25 150

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

24.38% 31.17% 16.00% 15.07%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in Pr-
ishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of month-
ly expenses 321.6 200 205 106.25

Average of pro-
portion of ex-
penses vs family 
income

26.91% 30.56% 18.50% 13.43%
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data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 125.8 264.2

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income 14.96% 27.41%
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Faculty of Agriculture  
and Veterinary
In the focus group of the Fac-
ulty of Agriculture and Veteri-
nary, 13 students participated, 
out of which 8 are women, and 
5 are men. Four students are in 
the first year, five in the second 
year, and four in the third year. 
Three students live in rented 
apartments in Prishtina, three 
students travel daily, three live 
in dorms, and four are perma-
nent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Agri-
culture and Veterinary respondents is 
20.15 (first year 18.25, second year 20.6, 
and third year 21.5).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. All other stu-
dents pay 25 euros per semester. 

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary 
students spend around 25.38 euros 
per semester for literature. The stu-
dents reported that there are cases 
when professors force students to buy 
their books, even awarding them extra 
points in exams if they buy the book. 

Students of this faculty also have extra 
expenses on disposable materials, on 
average 45 euros per semester. These 
expenses include petri dishes, white 
robes for within the faculty and for 
field trips, boots, stethoscopes, etc. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-

ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Agriculture 
and Veterinary students spend on av-
erage 7.11 euros per week on travelling. 

Three students from the Faculty of Ag-
riculture and Veterinary eat their meals 
in the canteen of the Student Centre, 
with a payment of 15 euros per month. 
Others eat outside, with an average of 
3.8 euros per day. Students from this 
focus group reported that because the 
faculty building is far away from the 
canteen, they rarely eat there. 

Three students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. Three 
students rent out apartments, with an 
average rent of 76.25 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, sports, cin-
ema, theatre, shopping, travelling etc., 
with around 15.26 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Agri-
culture and Veterinary students spend 
142.76 euros per month. One student 
works and self-funds his studies, three 
others work but are supported by their 
families as well, while all the others are 
funded by their families. 
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data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 110 79.2 255

Average of proportion of ex-
penses vs family income 17.53% 15.09% 30.83%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly 
expenses 173.33 98.66 156.66 142.5

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

17.50% 9.5% 20.80% 16.67%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 117 184

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income 16.05% 23.73%
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Faculty of Mechanical  
Engineering 
In the focus group of the Fac-
ulty of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, 2 students participated, 
out of which 4 are women, and 
8 are men. Four students are in 
the first year, five in the second 
year, and four in the third year. 
Three students live in rented 
apartments in Prishtina, three 
students travel daily, three live 
in dorms, and three are perma-
nent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Mechan-
ical Engineering respondents is 20 
(first year 18.75, second year 21, and 
third year 20.5).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. All other stu-
dents pay 25 euros per semester. 

Contrary to other academic units, ac-
cess to literature in the Faculty of Me-
chanical Engineering is easier, because 
a part of the literature is uploaded 
to the students’ electronic systems 
(SEMS). Nonetheless, there’s problems. 

One mandatory book is sold by the 
professor in his office for ten euros; 
another class has 5 books which cost 
up to 20 euros, and other extra books 
needed for exercises, according to the 
respondents. 

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering stu-
dents spend around 35.2 euros per se-
mester for literature.

Disposable materials are sometimes 
provided by the faculty, such as me-
chanical parts, but other things have to 
be bought by the students, such as pa-
pers, rulers, pens etc. These expenses 
reach on average 52.27 euros per se-
mester. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Mechanical En-
gineering students spend on average 
13.14 euros per week on travelling. 

Three students from the Faculty of Me-
chanical Engineering eat their meals 
in the canteen of the Student Centre, 
with a payment of 15 euros per month. 
Others eat outside, with an average of 
6.66 euros per day. Students reported 
that the food is good when you take 
into account the price.  

Three students live in dorms, with a 
payment of 20 euros per month. They 
also reported that the dorms are good 
when you take into account the price 
they pay. Three students rent out 
apartments, with an average rent of 
58.33 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, sports, cin-
ema, clubbing, etc., with around 21.25 
euros per week. 
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Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total monthly 
expenses. On average, Faculty of Me-
chanical Engineering students spend 
166.66 euros per month. One student 
works and self-funds his studies, while 

all the others are funded by their fam-
ilies. Full time jobs were seen as an 
impediment to their studies by the 
respondents, thus the primary source 
of funding is their family and seasonal 
work. 

data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 173.75 115 211.25

Average of proportion of ex-
penses vs family income 12.54% 24.45% 13.73%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels dai-
ly to Prishti-
na

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly  
expenses 206.66 113.33 190 156.66

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

13.27% 18.84% 24.26% 10.38%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 102.5 198.75

Average of proportion of expenses vs family income 16.52% 18.42%
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Faculty of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering 
In the focus group of the Fac-
ulty of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, 14 students par-
ticipated, out of which 10 are 
women, and 4 are men. Five stu-
dents are in the first year, four in 
the second year, and five in the 
third year. Three students live in 
rented apartments in Prishtina, 
three students travel daily, five 
live in dorms, and three are per-
manent residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Electri-
cal and Computer Engineering respon-
dents is 20.21 (first year 18.8, second 
year 20.25, and third year 21.6).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. One third year 
student is excluded from payment and 
all other students pay 25 euros per se-
mester. 

On average, Faculty of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering students spend 
around 25.71 euros per semester for lit-
erature. Participants in the focus group 
said that literature is mainly photo-
copied books and scripts. There are 
professors who sell their books in their 
offices and hold evidence sheets of 
students who bought it.  

Disposable materials expenses reach 
on average 51.65 euros per semester. 
These expenses cover microproces-
sors, exercise modules, calculators, pa-
pers, tutoring for classes, which is not 
mandatory but helps you pass the ex-
ams. 

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 

also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering students spend 
on average 5.98 euros per week on 
travelling. 

Seven students from the Faculty of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
eat their meals in the canteen of the 
Student Centre, with a payment of 15 
euros per month. This faculty had the 
most students who utilize the canteen 
(50% of the participants). Food is good 
at the canteen when you take into ac-
count the price. Others eat outside, 
with an average of 2.8 euros per day. 

Five students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month. They had 
complaints about the dorms, specifi-
cally about the amphitheatre where 
activities are held, and the noise is 
heard within the library of the dorms. 
The students also reported that there’s 
double standards in the treatment of 
girls and boys in the dorms. Three stu-
dents rent out apartments, with an av-
erage rent of 75 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, sports, club-
bing, cinema, videogames, theatre, hik-
ing, snacks, travelling, etc., with around 
8.23 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the 
students declared their total month-
ly expenses. On average, Faculty of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
students spend 109 euros per month. 
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Some students work, while others are 
funded by their families. Some students 
from this faculty did paid internships 

related to their field of study and they 
could cover some of their expenses. 

data according to years of studies

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First year Second year Third year

Average of monthly expenses 73.75 105 142

Average of proportion of  
expenses vs family income 5.78% 13.27% 15.13%

data according to categories

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels daily 
to Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly  
expenses 123.33 56.66 120 135

Average of proportion 
of expenses vs family 
income

21.54% 5.92% 13.51% 12.53%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 114.44 98.75

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income 12.60% 10.05%
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Faculty  
of Sports Sciences
In the focus group of the Facul-
ty of Sports Sciences, 14 students 
participated, out of which 3 are 
women, and 11 are men. Four stu-
dents are in the first year, four 
in the second year, three in the 
third year, and three in the fourth 
year. Three students live in rent-
ed apartments in Prishtina, three 
students travel daily, six live in 
dorms, and two are permanent 
residents of Prishtina.

The average age of Faculty of Sports 
Sciences respondents is 20.29 (first 
year 19, second year 20, third year 20.7, 
and fourth year 22).

First year students are excluded from 
paying semester fees. One second year 
student is excluded from payment and 
all other students pay 25 euros per se-
mester. Even though the semester fee 
is symbolic, according to respondents 
in this faculty, the best students must 
be excluded from paying. 

Literature in this faculty is mainly 
photocopied books; students are not 
forced to buy original books, and some 
books are available at the faculty li-
brary. On average, Faculty of Sports 
Sciences students spend around 19 eu-
ros per semester for literature. 

The Faculty of Sports Sciences has a 
lot of disciplines annually, and there are 
extra expenses for sports equipment 
which are covered by the students 
such as: special clothes (e.g. karate, 
football, swimming etc.), payment for 
swimming pools, fitness, track fields, 
skiing passes, etc. Even though these 
activities are organized by the faculty 

and there are discounts usually, these 
expenses reach 105 euros per semes-
ter, on average.

Apart from the tuition fee payment as 
an administrative payment, students 
also have other admin fees such as ID, 
grade transcript, etc. These admin fees 
should be included in the tuition fee, 
according to the respondents in this 
faculty. 

All the categories of students travel in 
one way or the other; some travel dai-
ly from their homes to Prishtina, some 
travel once a week to their homes, and 
the permanent residents of Prishtina 
use the urban buses or taxis for their 
study needs. Faculty of Sports Scienc-
es students spend on average 9.07 eu-
ros per week on travelling. 

Five students from the Faculty of Sports 
Sciences eat their meals in the canteen 
of the Student Centre, with a payment of 
15 euros per month. The students report-
ed that the food is not enough for their 
daily calorie needs, and that they have to 
supplement it by eating outside as well. 
Others eat outside, with an average of 
5.15 euros per day. 

Six students live in dorms, with a pay-
ment of 20 euros per month. Three stu-
dents rent out apartments, with an av-
erage rent of 75 euros per month.

Apart from food and other necessary 
payments, students also spend on rec-
reation, mainly on coffee, sports, club-
bing, cinema, videogames, theatre, hik-
ing, snacks, travelling, etc., with around 
15.25 euros per week. 

Considering all these expenses, the stu-
dents declared their total monthly ex-
penses. On average, Faculty of Sports 
Sciences students spend 173 euros per 
month. Some students work, while oth-
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ers are funded by their families. Some 
students from this faculty work during 
their studies to cover their expenses, 

mainly in gyms and other jobs related 
to their field of study. 

data according to years of studies 
 

Total monthly expenses according to years of studies

Years of studies First 
year

Second 
year

Third 
year

Fourth 
year

Average of monthly expenses 162.5 222.5 175 120

Average of proportion of expens-
es vs family income 11.17% 31.92% 12.23% 13.33%

data according to categories 
 
 

Total monthly expenses according to categories

Categories Rents in 
Prishtina

Travels 
daily to 
Prishtina

Lives in 
dorms

Permanent 
resident of 
Prishtina

Average of monthly expenses 251.66 148.33 136 185

Average of proportion of ex-
penses vs family income 22.26% 25.78% 21.21% 6.75%

data according to gender

Total monthly expenses according to gender

Gender Female Male

Average of monthly expenses 140 179

Average of proportion of expenses vs family 
income n/a 19.90%
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Conclusions 
Lots of problems and expenses disrupt the studies in the University 
of Prishtina. Lack of literature, forcing students to buy specific 
literature, poor conditions of old dorms, etc. Also, it’s concerning 
the quality of food that students consume during the day when they 
do not eat at the canteen (4.7 euros a day for three meals). 

The only academic units, according to 
respondents, where professors do not 
force students to buy original litera-
ture, or literature written by the profes-
sors, are the Faculty of Philology and 
the Faculty of Sports Sciences. In these 
academic units, the respondents also 
reported facilitations, such as: profes-
sors offering the books in PDF format, 
or books being available in large quan-
tities in the faculty’s library for free, etc.

Below you can find comparisons for 
each expense, with the faculty that 
spends the most and the one that 
spends the least. 

Faculty of Medicine students spend 
the most on literature (87.9 euros per 
semester), while the students of the 
Faculty of Sports Sciences spend the 
least (19.07 euros per semester). 

Faculty of Arts students spend the 
most on disposable materials (133.2 
euros per semester), while the students 
of the Faculty of Economics spend the 
least (10.68 euros per semester). 

Faculty of Philosophy students spend 
the most on administrative payments 
(6.25 euros per semester), while the 
students of the Faculty of Law spend 
the least (1.56 euros per semester). 

Faculty of Arts students spend the 
most on travel (14.8 euros per week), 
while the students of the Faculty of 
Economics spend the least (4.55 euros 
per week).

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering stu-
dents spend the most on food per day 
(6.66 euros per day), while the stu-
dents of the Faculty of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering spend the least 
(2.81 euros per day). 

Faculty of Mathematical and Natural 
Sciences students spend the most on 
rent (122 euros per month), while the 
students of the Faculty of Mechanical 
Engineering spend the least (58.33 eu-
ros per month). 

Faculty of Medicine students spend 
the most on recreation (22.88 euros 
per week), while the students of the 
Faculty of Electrical and Computer En-
gineering spend the least (8.23 euros 
per week). 

Faculty of Civil Engineering and Ar-
chitecture students spend the most 
in total per month (200.38 euros per 
month), while the students of the Fac-
ulty of Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering spend the least (109.61 euros 
per month). 
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